Power Tools Safety Rules
South Salem High School

Radial arm saw safety rules:


1.  Keep your hands at least 4 inches from blade. This is called the safety margin.

2.  Check the guard for proper adjustment before each cut.

3.  Do not cross your hands when cross cutting.

4.  Make sure that the stock (Board) is securely placed against the fence.

5.  Cut only one board at a time.

6.  Grasp the handle of the saw before pushing the start button.

7.  Wait until the saw reaches full RPM before beginning your cut.

8.  Pull the saw slowly and evenly into the stock.

9.  Upon completing the cut, return the saw to the rear of the arm.

10 Do not let go of the handle on the saw until the blade comes to a stop.

11. Do not reach into the path of the saw to remove pieces of wood until the blade comes to a complete stop.
12. Disconnect the power before changing the blade.

Jointer safety rules:


1.  Keep your hands at least 4 inches from the blade. (safety margin)


2.  Use the guard at all times except rabbeting.


3.  Never cut more than 1/16 inch per pass.


4.  Do not joint stock less than 11 inches long.


5.  Use a push stick when jointing stock that is less than the height of the jointer fence.


6.  Do not edge joint wood that is thinner than 1 inch wide.


7.  Do not face joint wood that is thinner than ½ inch.


8.  Do not joint stock with loose knots, nails, or other foreign material


9.  Make sure that the stock stays in contact with both the fence and the table while cutting. Failure

     to do this may cause the board to kick up and cause injury.


10.  Disconnect the power before changing or working on the knives.

Table saw safety rules:


1.  During operation, keep you fingers at least 4 inches form the blade. Always use a push stick

     when ripping or cutting plywood. (safety margin) 


2.  The preferred method of cutting is the two-man method as demonstrated in class.


3.  When cutting dados or rabbets, never place your hands on top of the board when it is directly 

      over the blade

1. Stand to the left of the saw blade, in the operator’s rectangle. Never stand directly behind the 

      blade as the board may kick back and injure you.


5.  Set the saw blade to approximately 1/8 inch above the stock (board)


6.  If the stock is warped, check with the teacher before cutting


7.  Make sure that the stock stays in contact with both the fence and the table while cutting. 

     Failure to do this may cause the board to kick up and cause injury.


8.  Never attempt to clear away scraps while the blade is turning


9.  Never reach over the blade to pick up stock or anything else.


10.  Never rip stock without using the rip fence.


11.  Never crosscut stock without using the miter gauge.

12.  Do not use the rip fence and miter gauge together without a clearance block.


13.  Do not cross cut round (cylindrical) stock on the table saw

14.  After using the table saw, turn off the poser and lower the blade below the tabletop.

Miter/Chop saw safety rules:

1.  Keep your hands at least 4 inches from blade. (Safety margin) 

2.  Do not cross your hands when cutting.

3.  Make sure that the stock (board) is securely placed against the fence.


4.  Cut only one board at a time. 


5.  Wait until the saw reaches full RPM before beginning your cut. 


6.  Lower the saw slowly and evenly into the stock. 


7.  Disconnect the power before changing the blade.

Portable router safety rules:


1.  Keep both hands on the router at all times.

2.  Hold the router table against the jig fence with light even pressure. 


3.  Make sure the bit is not in contact with the stock when starting the router.


4.  Have a partner turn the router on and off for you . 


5.  Hold the router on the stock against the fence until the bit comes to a complete stop.


6.  Unplug the router when not is use. 


7.  Set the router, bit up, in the center of the table when not in use. 


8.  Always unplug the cord when changing bits. 

9.  If you hear the router lugging, move your stock away from the bit and start again more slowly. 


10.  If it smells like smoke, or the cut turns black, notify the teacher.

Router table safety rules:


1.  Keep your hands at least 4 inches form the bit. (safety margin)


2.  Unplug the cord when changing bits.


3.  Take only light cuts to avoid overloading the router.


4. Move you stock against the rotation of the bit.


5.  Move the stock slowly and evenly across the table.


6.  Always unplug the cord when changing bits. 


7.  If you hear the router lugging, move your stock away for the bit and start again more slowly.


8.  If it smells like smoke, or the cut turns black, notify the teacher.

Planer safety rules:


1.  Keep your hands at least 4 inches from the blade. (safety margin)


2.  Stand to one side of the machine to avoid getting hit by possible kickbacks or chips.


3.  The maximum cut is 1/16 inch less that is the thickest part of the board.

4.  Never surface a board cross grain or surface grain.


5.  Do not surface stock that is less than 12 inches long.


6.  Always use a backing board when surfacing stock less than ¼ inch thick.


7.  If your board becomes stuck in the planer, DO NOT PULL. Apply only forward pressure. 

     If it remains stuck, turn off the power. After the cutter comes to a complete stop, raise the head,


and remove your board. You may then reset the planner and begin again.


8.  Never look into the planer while the cutter head is turning


9.  Disconnect the power before changing or working with the knives.

Band saw safety:


1.  Keep your hands at least 4 inches from the blade. (safety margin)


2.  Keep the upper adjustable guide 1/8 to ¼ inch above the stock.


3.  Make sure your stock has at least on flat surface before placing it on the table.


4.  Before backing out of a long cut, turn off the power and wait until the blade comes to a complete

     stop. Failure to follow this procedure could break and/or cause injury.

5.  Use relief cuts when shaping curves that are narrower than the cutting capacity of the blade.


6.  Always support cylindrical stock in a V-block while cutting.


7.  If a blade should break, turn off saw immediately, apply the brake if so equipped, and move to 

     your left and away from the saw. Notify you teacher.


8.  Disconnect the power before adjusting of working on the saw.

Portable sander safety rules:

1.
Keep your hands at least 4 inches away from sanding disc or belt

2. Unplug the cord when changing belts or pads.

3. Clamp small pieces of stock to the workbench.


4. Make sure the switch is in the off position before plugging in the sander.

5. Hold the sander securely with both hands. 

6. Never set the machine down until it stops completely.

7. Know where the cord is. Keep it away form you sanding area.

Jig Saw Safety Rules
1. Keep your hands 4 inches away from blade, (Safety Margin)

2. Adjust the upper hold down to lightly rest on the face of the stock

3. Hold your stock securely with both hands

4. The surface placed against the table must be flat

5. Disconnect the power before Canging the blade or working on the saw

Drill Press Safety Rules

1. Keep your hands 4 inches away from the bit or chuck

2. Remove the key from the chuck before turning on the power

3. Clamp small work to the drill press table

4. disconnect the power before changing or working near the bit

Stationary Sanding Machine Safety Rules

1. Keep your hands at least 4 inches away from the sanding disc or belt

2. Keep your stock against the table at all times. This will prevent the machine from kicking your work back at you

3. Hold the stock firmly with both hands and apply firm even pressure against the sanding surface. Pushing too hard will tear the belt or disc.

4. Do not operate the sander if the belt or paper is loose or torn

5. Make special holding fixtures for sanding small pieces.

6. Sand only on he down stroke side of the disc or belt

7. Make sure power is off before changing the disc or belt or working near the sanding surface.

